Multidisciplinary Nature of Environmental Studies

Preface
Environmental studies is not just another term paper that students are expected to rush through. On the contrary, it is much more potent in its content and its proper understanding will not only help young learners live their lives in the most sustainable manner, but will also help them make a difference and contribute to the reversal of many of the ailments that afflict Mother Earth. Our environment, which has been shaped over millennia, is today threatened, primarily because of man's greed and wantonness. Indiscriminate burning of fossil fuels and a mad haste for development over the last three centuries have played havoc with the fragile ecosystems, at places irretrievably. Environmental studies is thus gaining in importance as it not only promises a holistic view of related issues, but is also capable of pointing out human follies and providing answers for a cleaner, greener and more prosperous future world order.
The paper on which this book is printed, the wooden desk on which you are now studying the book, the electricity that is propelling the ceiling fan, the pen that you are using to take down notes -everything around us has an impact on the world that we live in and therefore on our environment. By understanding what starts the domino effect leading to ultimate consequences for the environment -through Environmental Studies -we can not only strive towards a more sustainable lifestyle locally, but can actually make some difference at the planetary level by capping wastages and ensuring the optimal usage of resources.
Each drop of positive action taken by every individual will add up -through families, societies, nations -to encompass entire mankind and will one day make up the ocean that will help us restrain, even reverse the wheels of ecological destruction that we ourselves have set in motion. This is precisely why we have stressed and striven to ensure that the students understand the subject, are able to relate the knowledge they gain to the way they live and finally to empower them to be the change they will profess.
Any textbook can define, dictate and be didactic. Our effort on the contrary is not merely restricted to helping students achieve top grades. That is certainly an important function of the book. However, the core concern and main stress is on engaging young minds and igniting them, so that the students imbibe the values imparted and transform into better human beings.
Being clean, green and sustainable are not mere options. Today, we live in a world, where it is the only option and even as we write this, time is running out on the environment pushing us all towards the brink of destruction. The answer, humanity's response, will depend to a great extent on how conscious and committed future generations are. Only when a million ignited minds attain critical mass and walk the green talk will we be able to make a difference. If this book is able to create an impression on even one such young mind, we will consider having succeeded in our endeavour.
It took more than two years to write this book. Prior to writing, it took another few years to assemble all the information that was required to plan and start writing the chapters. The subject is so dynamic that by the time we collected information and started writing, the policies, plan and data would often undergo revision. We have tried our level best to provide updated data, latest developments and case studies in an attempt to make the book apposite to the present day's context and of course ensure that it contains every topic in the UGC syllabus. Our additional inputs shall definitely proffer the utility of this book for students of Honours and Post Graduate courses.
First and foremost we owe a lot to our parents for their constant encouragement and suggestions throughout the period of writing. We express our apology for not being able to give them adequate time during the span of writing.
We gratefully acknowledge the humble support and inspiration we received from our Principal Rev. Fr Dr J. Felix Raj, S.J., the Vice Principals, Rev. Fr Dr Dominic Savio, S.J., Professor Bertram Da Silva, Professor M. M. Rahman, Deans of all the departments in our endeavour.
Our sincere gratitude to all our teachers who imparted knowledge to us since our childhood and encouraged us in our endeavour. Special thanks to Professor Runu Bhattacharya as she would often enrich us with her knowledge and wisdom.
We extend our sincere thanks to Saikat Sen, who believed in us and was the first person to come up with the idea of writing a textbook on Environmental Studies for the Undergraduate level. His support generated the self-confidence required to transform our knowledge into the form of a book. We are grateful to Sabarna Banerjee, Senior Sales Executive, Cambridge University Press. We shall not forget his first telephonic conversation expressing his willingness to refer the manuscript to the editorial sections of Cambridge University Press.
Such confidence was again provided by Rajesh Dey, Commissioning Editor, Cambridge University Press, who after a glance at the initial chapters of the manuscript expressed interest in considering it for publication. We shall remember his guidance and expertise at each step in giving a final shape to this book. Our sincere thanks to Debjani Majumder, Vice President, Cambridge University Press, who, in spite of her busy schedule, would often take out time in order to share her experiences and expectations regarding this book whenever she would get a chance to visit Calcutta.
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